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Field Trip B Questions


1) How do the forms of the channels in the upper and lower Nisqually River differ?
2) How does the sediment size and composition change downstream along the Nisqually River?

3) What are the primary sediment delivery processes to the upper and lower Nisqually River, and how do they differ?
4) Does the streambed surface of the Nisqually river reflect the size of the sediment delivered to it?
5) Does the upper or lower Nisqually River have a more temporally variable sediment regime? (i.e., in which part of the river is the sediment supply delivered to the river in a more punctuated, rather than a steady, fashion)?
6) What is the effect of the Alder Dam on the river?

7) How does the ratio of how the river erodes laterally versus vertically change upstream versus downstream of Alder Dam?

8) What processes are similar and different for the delta at the head of Alder Reservoir versus the delta entering Puget Sound?

9) What are the impacts of putting dikes around the Nisqually delta?

10) How do estuarine processes trap sediment at the mouths of the Nisqually distributary channels?
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