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Field Trip 1
Squire Creek 

Meet at Johnson Hall at 9:00 am Saturday.  We’ll drive North on I-5 to Arlington where we’ll head up State Highway 530 to Darrington and then on to Squire Creek to examine erosional processes in a mountain setting at the head of the Stilliguamish River.  On our return trip to Seattle, we’ll stop along the Stilliguamish River to examine erosional processes along a mainstem river. 

[image: image1.png]



Squire Creek

Squire Creek is located just southwest of Darrington.   Here a massive landslide destroyed a US Forest Service road last year.  At the end of the road we will head up the current trail to examine the landslide, its impact on Squire Creek, and how it has changed after the event.  

Bring good sturdy hiking shoes!  The walk will be relatively short (under 1 mile) but the ground will be irregular and rough in places.  

DO NOT venture close to the walls of the incised stream and be careful when navigating over or around fallen logs.
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Field Trip 1

Questions to address in lab write up:

How does the form of the channels at Squire Creek and the Stilliguamish River differ?

How does the sediment size and composition differ between Squire Creek and the Stilliguamish River?

What are the primary sediment delivery processes to Squire Creek and the Stilliguamish River, and how do they differ?

Which of these channels has a streambed surface that more closely reflects the size of the sediment delivered to it?  

Which channel has a more temporally variable sediment regime?

Which channel has been influenced to a greater degree by human actions?

Estimate an approximate time interval between landslide events for Squire Creek, and state your logic.

Are the levees along the Stilliguamish River natural or man-made?  How can you tell?

